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This collection of folk music for recorders was arranged by my father,  

Geoffrey Ginn, for primary school aged children. Here you will find morris 

dance, country dance and folk song tunes and a couple of well-known melodies 

attributed to specific composers.  

 

Geoff had no formal musical education. He sang as a child and adult in church 

choirs; he was involved in the post-war folk music revival as a drummer and 

then played for many years with the Chiltern Ramblers band. He also briefly 

danced morris.  

 

When my father took up his second post as a primary school head teacher in 

1953, folk music was part of the curriculum. He taught himself to play a  

recorder and his enthusiasm for the instrument led many pupils to follow his 

example. 

 

As he was a self-taught in musical notation it came as no surprise to me that 

some of these arrangements are oddly phrased. Only a little bit of tidying of the 

handwritten original scores has taken place. There are also one or two very  

unexpected harmonies. Geoff liked to experiment and if you listen carefully 

you will hear a Christmas carol melody cleverly woven into one of the  

arrangements; but which one, you will have to discover for yourself. 

 

My father, who died in 1981, would have been delighted that these  

arrangements have now been made available to a much wider audience. He 

also arranged a great number of Christmas carols too which are, as yet,  

unpublished. 

 

The arrangements were played at many school events and dad took copies of 

his latest compositions to Folk Camps in the 60s and 70s, hoping to find some 

kindred musicians to join him for a rendition on Friday’s party night.  

 

The Folk Camps Society’s Development Fund has enabled this project includ-

ing the transcription and production of sound files so that they can be freely 

downloaded. My most grateful thanks go to Folk Camps’ musician, Chris 

Jewell, who undertook the bulk of the work by transcribing each arrangement 

from the handwritten scores.  

 

 

Sue Malleson 
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In beautiful countryside, with friendly people, folk music, dance, song and 

camping, you’ll love Folk Camps’ weeks and weekends.  

 

We have a hall or a marquee and volunteers organise workshops, day-time  

activities and evening entertainment. It’s self-catering on weekend camps.  

Different teams of campers prepare food each day and we eat communally at 

week-long camps.  

 

You don’t have to join in everything. There’s plenty of time to visit the beach, 

take a boat trip or visit tourist attractions.   

 

Campers bring their own tent, campervan or caravan. There are flush toilets 

and shower facilities. With a leader, musician, warden and caterer to organise 

the camp, different generations mix easily and you’d be amazed how quickly 

you’ll feel a home at Folk Camps. 

www.folkcamps.co.uk 
 

tel +44 208 12321 36 mob  07847 573733 

info@folkcamps.co.uk 

Folk Camps Society Limited 

74 School Lane, STAVERTON. Wiltshire BA14 6NZ, UK 


